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On November 9, 1989, a mob of jubilant Berliners dismantled the wall that had divided their city for nearly
forty years; this act of destruction anticipated the momentous demoalition of the European communist system.
Within two years, the nations of the former Eastern Bloc toppled their authoritarian regimes, and the Soviet
Union ceased to exist, fading quietly into the shadows of twentieth century history and memory. By the end
of 1991, the United States and other Western nations cel ebrated the demise of their most feared enemy and
reveled in theideological vindication of capitalism and liberal demaocracy.

As author Hal Brands compellingly demonstrates, however, many American diplomats and politicians
viewed the fall of the Soviet empire as amixed blessing. For more than four decades, containment of
communism provided the overriding goal of American foreign policy, allowing generations of political
leaders to build domestic consensus on this steady, reliable foundation. From Berlin to Baghdad incisively
dissects the numerous unsuccessful attempts to devise anew grand foreign policy strategy that could match
the moral clarity and political efficacy of containment. Brands takes afresh look at the key events and
playersin recent American history.

In the 1990s, George H. W. Bush envisioned the United States as the guardian of a"new world order," and
the Clinton administration sought the "enlargement” of America's political and economic influence.
However, both presidents eventually came to accept, albeit grudgingly, that America's multifaceted roles,
responsibilities, and objectives could not be reduced to a single fundamental principle. During the early years
of the George W. Bush administration, it appeared that the tragedies of 9/11 and the subsequent "war on
terror" would provide the organizing principle lacking in U.S. foreign policy since the containment of
communism became an outdated notion. For atime, most Americans were united in support of Bush's
foreign policies and the military incursions into Afghanistan and Irag.

As the swift invasions became grinding occupations, however, popular support for Bush's policies waned,
and the rubric of the war on terror lost much of its political and rhetorical cachet. From Berlin to Baghdad
charts the often onerous course of recent American foreign policy, from the triumph of the fall of the Berlin
Wall to the tragedies of 9/11 and beyond, analyzing the nation's search for purpose in the face of the
daunting complexities of the post—Cold War world.
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From reader reviews:
Desiree Thorne;

Book is usualy written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book From Berlin to Baghdad: America's Search for
Purpose in the Post-cold War World will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
ideal book with you?

DennisByrd:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. Thefirst thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled From Berlin to Baghdad: America's Search for Purposein
the Post-cold War World can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Hattie Godfrey:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose
book like comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping From Berlin to Baghdad:
America's Search for Purpose in the Post-cold War World that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for peopleto
know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick From Berlin to Baghdad:
Americas Search for Purpose in the Post-cold War World become your personal starter.

Bernice Smith:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine
abook you can get alots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, smply
because book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, aswell as soon. The
From Berlin to Baghdad: Americas Search for Purpose in the Post-cold War World provide you with new
experience in studying a book.
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