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The historical memory of the Civil War and Reconstruction has earned increasing attention from scholars.
Only recently, however, have historians begun to explore African American efforts to interpret those events.
With Defining Moments, Kathleen Clark shines new light on African American commemorative traditionsin
the South, where events such as Emancipation Day and Fourth of July ceremonies served as opportunities for
African Americans to assert their own understandings of slavery, the Civil War, and Emancipation--efforts
that were vital to the struggles to define, assert, and defend African American freedom and citizenship.

Focusing on urban celebrations that drew crowds from surrounding rural areas, Clark finds that
commemorations served as critical forums for African Americans to define themselves collectively. Asthey
struggled to assert their freedom and citizenship, African Americans wrestled with issues such as the content
and meaning of black history, class-inflected ideas of respectability and progress, and gendered notions of
citizenship. Clark's examination of the people and events that shaped complex struggles over public self-
representation in African American communities brings new understanding of southern black political
culture in the decades following Emancipation and provides a more complete picture of historical memory in
the South.
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From reader reviews:
Arthur Elsberry:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Defining Moments: African American Commemoration and Political
Culture in the South, 1863-1913. Try to make book Defining Moments: African American Commemoration
and Political Culture in the South, 1863-1913 as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Y eah, it isvery
fortuned in your case. The book makes you alot more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Eva Dawson:

Now aday individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How
individuals to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer isreading a
book. Examining a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Defining
Moments:; African American Commemoration and Political Culture in the South, 1863-1913 book because
this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Michael Beebe;

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer may be Defining Moments: African American Commemoration and Political
Culture in the South, 1863-1913 why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover.

Y our reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Jane Rippeon:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year in order to year. Aswe know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can aso bring us to around the world.
By the book Defining Moments: African American Commemoration and Political Culturein the South,
1863-1913 we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must like to
read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change
your life at this book Defining Moments: African American Commemoration and Political Culturein the



South, 1863-1913. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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