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The American Reaper adopts a network approach to account for the international diffusion of harvesting
technology from North America, from the invention of the reaper through to the formation of a dominant
transnational corporation, International Harvester. Much previous historical research into industrial networks
focuses on industrial districts within metropolitan centres, but by focusing on harvesting - a typically rural
technology - this book is able to analyse the spread of technological knowledge through a series of local
networks and across national boundaries. In doing so it argues that the industry developed through a
relatively stable stage from the 1850s into the 1890s, during which time many firms shared knowledge
within and outside the US through patent licensing, to spread the diffusion of the American style of machines
to establishments located around the industrial world. This positive cooperation was further enhanced
through sales networks that appear to be early expressions of managerial firms.

The book also reinterprets the rise of giant corporations, especially International Harvester Corporation
(IHC), arguing that mass production was achieved in Chicago in the 1880s, where unprecedented urban
growth made possible a break with the constraints felt elsewhere in the dispersed production system. It
unleashed an unchecked competitive market economy with destructive tendencies throughout the
transnational 'American reaper' networks; a previously stable and expanding production system. This is
significant because the rise of corporate capital in this industry is usually explained as an outworking of
national natural advantage, as an ingenious harnessing of science and technology to solve production
problems, and as a rational solution to the problems associated with the worst forms of unregulated
competition that emerged as independent firms developed from small-scale, artisanal production to large-
scale manufacturers, on their own and within the separate and isolated US economy.

The first study dedicated to the development and diffusion of American harvesting machine technology, this
book will appeal to scholars from a diverse range of fields, including economic history, business history, the
history of knowledge transfer, historical geography and economic geography.
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From reader reviews:

Marina Rutt:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that
question because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this The American Reaper:
Harvesting Networks and Technology, 1830-1910 (Modern Economic and Social History) to read.

Jonas Jones:

This The American Reaper: Harvesting Networks and Technology, 1830-1910 (Modern Economic and
Social History) are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The
explanation of this The American Reaper: Harvesting Networks and Technology, 1830-1910 (Modern
Economic and Social History) can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout
the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The American Reaper: Harvesting Networks and
Technology, 1830-1910 (Modern Economic and Social History) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in
your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Stephen Wilson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot
of new information. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual
more imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone
to imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others.
When you read this The American Reaper: Harvesting Networks and Technology, 1830-1910 (Modern
Economic and Social History), you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Todd Porter:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled The American Reaper: Harvesting Networks and Technology, 1830-1910 (Modern Economic
and Social History) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect



that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in
a book then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The The
American Reaper: Harvesting Networks and Technology, 1830-1910 (Modern Economic and Social History)
giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your
better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind
is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Download and Read Online The American Reaper: Harvesting
Networks and Technology, 1830-1910 (Modern Economic and Social
History) Gordon M, Dr Winder #CWZ2Q0YG7N9



Read The American Reaper: Harvesting Networks and Technology,
1830-1910 (Modern Economic and Social History) by Gordon M, Dr
Winder for online ebook

The American Reaper: Harvesting Networks and Technology, 1830-1910 (Modern Economic and Social
History) by Gordon M, Dr Winder Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read,
cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read
online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The American Reaper:
Harvesting Networks and Technology, 1830-1910 (Modern Economic and Social History) by Gordon M, Dr
Winder books to read online.

Online The American Reaper: Harvesting Networks and Technology, 1830-1910
(Modern Economic and Social History) by Gordon M, Dr Winder ebook PDF download

The American Reaper: Harvesting Networks and Technology, 1830-1910 (Modern Economic and
Social History) by Gordon M, Dr Winder Doc

The American Reaper: Harvesting Networks and Technology, 1830-1910 (Modern Economic and Social History) by
Gordon M, Dr Winder Mobipocket

The American Reaper: Harvesting Networks and Technology, 1830-1910 (Modern Economic and Social History) by
Gordon M, Dr Winder EPub


