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Does the fact that everything has a cause imply that all events are causally determined? Drawing on
discussions from the history of philosophy, John Burbidge's Cause for Thought captures the diverse
dynamics found in physics, chemistry, biology, animal psychology, and rational action. At each level, forms
of activity emerge that cannot be reduced to the functioning of simpler, more elementary components.

By exploring the logic of what happens when two causal conditions reciprocally interact, Burbidge develops
a concept of complex cause in which an agent generates effects not simply because of the action of its
constituent components, but also because of the way those components mutually supplement and reinforce
one another. By extending this to the interaction of agents with their environment, Burbidge throws light on
the structure of organisms, on the distinctive contributions of consciousness and rationality, and on the quest
for a comprehensive explanation of the cosmos.

Recovering the force and legitimacy of metaphysical inquiry by focusing on the concept of cause and
causality, Cause for Thought offers a new way of understanding natural processes, the role of consciousness
and free will, and the significance of rational explanation.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Wright:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this Cause for
Thought: An Essay in Metaphysics.

Dorothy Whisler:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
long to reading a e-book. The book Cause for Thought: An Essay in Metaphysics it doesn't matter what good
to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In
case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly
to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Angela Taylor:

Cause for Thought: An Essay in Metaphysics can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Cause for Thought: An Essay in
Metaphysics although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial imagining.

Andrew Nixon:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called
of book Cause for Thought: An Essay in Metaphysics. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is
most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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