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"The evil that men do" has been chronicled for thousands of years on the European stage, and perhaps
nowhere else is human fear of our own evil more detailed than in its personifications in theater. Early writers
used theater to communicate human experiences and to display reverence for the gods governing daily life.
Playwrights from Euripides onward sought inspiration from this interplay between the worldly and the
occult, using human belief in the divine to govern characters' actions within a dramatic arena. The constant
adherence to the supernatural, despite changing religious ideologies over the centuries, testifies to a deep and
continuing belief in the ability of a higher power to interfere in human life. Stages of Evil is the first book to
examine the representation and relationship of evil and the occult from the prehistoric origins of drama
through to the present day. Drawing on examples of magic, astronomy, demonology, possession, exorcism,
fairies, vampires, witchcraft, hauntings, and voodoo, author Robert Lima explores how theater shaped
American and European perceptions of the occult and how the dramatic works studied here reflect society
back upon itself at different points in history. From representations of Dionysian rites in ancient Greece, to
the Mouth of Hell in the Middle Ages, to the mystical cabalistic life of the Hasidic Jews, to the witchcraft
and magic of the Elizabethan and Jacobean stage, Lima traces the recurrence of supernatural motifs in
pivotal plays and performance works of the Western tradition. Considering numerous myths and cultural
artifacts, such as the "wild man," he describes the evolution and continual representation of supernatural
archetypes on the modern stage. He also discusses the sociohistorical implications of Christian and pagan
representations of evil and the theatrical creativity that occultism has engendered. Delving into his own
theatrical, literary, folkloric, and travel experiences to enhance his observations, Lima assays the complex
world of occultism and examines diverse works of Western theater and drama. A unique and comprehensive
bibliography of European and American plays concludes the study and facilitates further research into the
realm of the social and literary impact of the occult.
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From reader reviews:

Lanita Hill:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Stages of Evil: Occultism in
Western Theater and Drama (Studies in Romance Languages) that give your entertainment preference will
be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people
to know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for
all you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Stages of Evil: Occultism in
Western Theater and Drama (Studies in Romance Languages) become your starter.

Ruth Barnett:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Stages of Evil: Occultism in
Western Theater and Drama (Studies in Romance Languages) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's notice.

Roy Matsumoto:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying on the
bed? Do you need something totally new? This Stages of Evil: Occultism in Western Theater and Drama
(Studies in Romance Languages) can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out
of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?

Stephen Redmond:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Stages of Evil: Occultism in Western Theater and Drama
(Studies in Romance Languages) can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book
you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate?
Let's have Stages of Evil: Occultism in Western Theater and Drama (Studies in Romance Languages).
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