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Richard Popkin has assembled 63 leading scholars to forge a highly approachable chronological account of
the development of Western philosophical traditions. From Plato to Wittgenstein and from Aquinas to
Heidegger, this volume provides lively, in-depth, and up-to-date historical analysis of all the key figures,
schools, and movements of Western philosophy.

The Columbia History significantly broadens the scope of Western philosophy to reveal the influence of
Middle Eastern and Asian thought, the vital contributions of Jewish and Islamic philosophers, and the role of
women within the tradition. Along with a wealth of new scholarship, recently discovered works in 17th- and
18th-century philosophy are considered, such as previously unpublished works by Locke that inspire a new
assessment of the evolution of his ideas. Popkin also emphasizes schools and developments that have
traditionally been overlooked. Sections on Aristotle and Plato are followed by a detailed presentation on
Hellenic philosophy and its influence on the modern developments of materialism and scepticism. A chapter
has been dedicated to Jewish and Moslem philosophical development during the Middle Ages, focusing on
the critical role of figures such as Averroës and Moses Maimonides in introducing Christian thinkers to
classical philosophy. Another chapter considers Renaissance philosophy and its seminal influence on the
development of modern humanism and science.

Turning to the modern era, contributors consider the importance of the Kaballah to Spinoza, Leibniz, and
Newton and the influence of popular philosophers like Moses Mendelssohn upon the work of Kant. This
volume gives equal attention to both sides of the current rift in philosophy between continental and analytic
schools, charting the development of each right up to the end of the 20th century.

Each chapter includes an introductory essay, and Popkin provides notes that draw connections among the
separate articles. The rich bibliographic information and the indexes of names and terms make the volume a
valuable resource.

Combining a broad scope and penetrating analysis with a keen sense of what is relevant for the modern
reader, The Columbia History of Western Philosophy will prove an accessible introduction for students and
an informative overview for general readers.
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From reader reviews:

Milton Jones:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Columbia History of Western Philosophy is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Daniel Evans:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be study. The Columbia History of Western Philosophy can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Natalie Althoff:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This The Columbia History of Western
Philosophy is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you
did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Miguel Lynch:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred
to as of book The Columbia History of Western Philosophy. You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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