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The Un-Natural Sateis aone-of-a-kind study of gay and lesbian lifein Arkansasin the twentieth century, a
deft weaving together of Arkansas history, dozens of oral histories, and Brock Thompson's own story.
Thompson analyzes the meaning of rural drag shows, including a compelling description of a 1930s seasonal
beauty pageant in Wilson, Arkansas, where white men in drag shared the stage with other white men in
blackface, a suggestive mingling that went to the core of both racial transgression and sexual disobedience.
These small town entertainments put on in churches and schools emerged decades later in gay bars across the
state as a lucrative business practice and alarger means of community expression, while in the same period
the state's sodomy law was rewritten to condemn sexual acts between those of the same sex in language
similar to what was once used to denounce interracial sex. Thompson goes on to describe several lesbian
communities established in the Ozark Mountains during the sixties and seventies and offers a substantial
account of Eureka Springs'sinformal status as the "gay capital of the Ozarks." Through this exploration of
identity formation, group articulation, political mobilization, and cultural visibility within the context of
historical episodes such as the Second World War, the civil rights movement, and the AIDS epidemic, The
Un-Natural State contributes not only to our understanding of gay and lesbian history but also to our
understanding of the South.
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From reader reviews:
Carroll Torres:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Un-Natural State: Arkansas and the Queer South. Try to face the
book The Un-Natural State: Arkansas and the Queer South as your friend. It means that it can for being your
friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, itis
very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Ruth Aguilar:

This The Un-Natural State: Arkansas and the Queer South are reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The reason why of this The Un-Natural State: Arkansas and the Queer South can be on the list
of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person
with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring
it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Un-
Natural State: Arkansas and the Queer South giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So, let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Paul Birch:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving The Un-Natural State: Arkansas and
the Queer South that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how
they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman
but for al of you who wants to be success person. So, for every you who want to start looking at as your
good habit, you could pick The Un-Natural State: Arkansas and the Queer South become your personal
Starter.

Robert Higby:

Do you redly one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by itsinclude
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be The Un-Natural State: Arkansas and the Queer South
why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone.
Theinside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading sixth sense will



directly direct you to pick up this book.
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