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Americans err in thinking that while their politics may be ailing, their Constitution is fine. Sick politics is a
sure sign of constitutional failure. This is Sotirios Barber's message in Constitutional Failure. Public
attitudes fostered by a consumer culture, constitution worship, the lack of a trusted leadership community,
and academic historicism and value skepticism—these, this book tells us in clear and bracing terms, are at
the root of our political dysfunction.

Barber characterizes the Constitution as a plan of government—a set of means to public purposes like
national security and prosperity. He argues that if the government is failing, it's fair to conclude that the plan
is failing and that laws that are supposed to serve as means can't in reason continue to bind when they no
longer work. He argues further that constitutional success depends ultimately on a stratum of diverse and
self-critical citizens, who see each other as moral equals and parts of one national community. These
citizens, with the politicians among them, would be good-faith contestants regarding the meaning of the
common good and the most effective means to secure it. In this way—showing how the success of a
constitutional democracy is more a matter of political attitudes than of institutional performance—Barber's
book upends the conventional understanding of constitutional failure. In Barber's analysis, the apparent
stability of formal constitutional institutions—usually interpreted as evidence of constitutional health—may
actually indicate the defining element of constitutional failure: a mentally inert citizenry no longer capable of
constitutional reflection and reform.

At once concise and thorough in its analysis of the concept of constitutional failure and its accounts of a
"healthy politics," the corrosive impact of Madisonian checks and balances (as a substitute for trust-worthy
leadership), and the outlook for meaningful reform, this book offers a carefully reasoned and provocative
assessment of the viability of constitutional governance in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Bethel Stockton:

The actual book Constitutional Failure (Constitutional Thinking) has a lot of information on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after perusing this book.

Jacob Smith:

You can spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Constitutional Failure (Constitutional
Thinking) is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did
not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker
to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.

Jack Godina:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Constitutional Failure
(Constitutional Thinking) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Karl Irwin:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Constitutional Failure (Constitutional
Thinking) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
idea about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and go
through it. Beside that the guide Constitutional Failure (Constitutional Thinking) can to be your friend when
you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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