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Like most good educational interventions, problem-based learning (PBL) did not grow out of theory, but out
of a practical problem. Medical students were bored, dropping out, and unable to apply what they had
learned in lectures to their practical experiences a couple of years later. Neurologist Howard S. Barrows
reversed the sequence, presenting students with patient problems to solve in small groups and requiring them
to seek relevant knowledge in an effort to solve those problems. Out of his work, PBL was born.

The application of PBL approaches has now spread far beyond medical education. Today, PBL is used at
levels from elementary school to adult education, in disciplines ranging across the humanities and sciences,
and in both academic and corporate settings. This book aims to take stock of developments in the field and to
bridge the gap between practice and the theoretical tradition, originated by Barrows, that underlies PBL
techniques.

The book is divided into four sections, each containing contributions by leaders in the field. Chapters in the
first section focus on the structure of PBL and the critical elements of the approach. Articulating the
underlying problems to be addressed, the role of facilitators, and the process to be followed in achieving a
successful PBL intervention are all discussed. The second section explores how PBL has been adapted to
function in areas outside medicine, from climate science to teacher education, while the third section
explores how the methodology has been combined with other approaches to teaching and learning, such as
learning by design and project-based learning. The fourth section assesses the impact of PBL techniques on
improving both research and teaching. An epilogue speculates about the future of PBL, synthesizing
contributions from the previous chapters and suggesting key themes for further exploration.
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From reader reviews:

Orlando Hernandez:

The reserve with title Essential Readings in Problem-Based Learning: Exploring and Extending the Legacy
of Howard S. Barrows includes a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage
after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This
book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you
can read that anywhere you want.

Patricia Clay:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
large amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you
have read will be Essential Readings in Problem-Based Learning: Exploring and Extending the Legacy of
Howard S. Barrows.

Jerry Rivera:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Essential Readings in Problem-Based
Learning: Exploring and Extending the Legacy of Howard S. Barrows is simple bringing you can read it in
the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often
the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.

Kathe Waller:

Beside that Essential Readings in Problem-Based Learning: Exploring and Extending the Legacy of Howard
S. Barrows in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like
an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Essential Readings in Problem-Based
Learning: Exploring and Extending the Legacy of Howard S. Barrows because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from now!
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