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In this remarkable book, Steven Feld, pioneer of the anthropology of sound, listens to the vernacular
cosmopolitanism of jazz players in Ghana. Some have traveled widely, played with American jazz greats,
and blended the innovations of John Coltrane with local instruments and worldviews. Combining memoir,
biography, ethnography, and history, Feld conveys a diasporic intimacy and dialogue that contests American
nationalist and Afrocentric narratives of jazz history. His stories of Accra's jazz cosmopolitanism feature
Ghanaba/Guy Warren (1923–2008), the eccentric drummer who befriended the likes of Charlie Parker, Max
Roach, and Thelonious Monk in the United States in the 1950s, only to return, embittered, to Ghana, where
he became the country's leading experimentalist. Others whose stories figure prominently are Nii Noi
Nortey, who fuses the legacies of the black avant-gardes of the 1960s and 1970s with pan-African
philosophy in sculptural shrines to Coltrane and musical improvisations inspired by his work; the
percussionist Nii Otoo Annan, a traditional master inspired by Coltrane's drummers Elvin Jones and Rashied
Ali; and a union of Accra truck and minibus drivers whose squeeze-bulb honk-horn music for drivers'
funerals recalls the jazz funerals of New Orleans. Feld describes these artists' cosmopolitan outlook as an
"acoustemology," a way of knowing the world through sound.
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From reader reviews:

John Honeycutt:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above.
Every person has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Jazz
Cosmopolitanism in Accra: Five Musical Years in Ghana. All type of book would you see on many sources.
You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Katrina Frey:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could
be taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
find the unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Jazz Cosmopolitanism in Accra: Five
Musical Years in Ghana as the daily resource information.

Christopher Hannah:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider look
for book, may be the e-book untitled Jazz Cosmopolitanism in Accra: Five Musical Years in Ghana can be
great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Patricia Little:

Jazz Cosmopolitanism in Accra: Five Musical Years in Ghana can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Jazz Cosmopolitanism in Accra: Five
Musical Years in Ghana nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn
you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.
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