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In Real Time David F. Bell explores the decisive impact the accelerated movement of people and
information had on the fictions of four giants of French realism--Balzac, Stendhal, Dumas, and Zola.
_x000B__x000B_Nineteenth-century technological advances radically altered the infrastructure of France,
changing the ways ordinary citizens--and literary characters--viewed time, space, distance, and speed. The
most influential of these advances included the improvement of the stagecoach, the growth of road and canal
networks leading to the advent of the railway, and the increasing use of mail, and of the optical telegraph.
Citing examples from a wide range of novels and stories, Bell demonstrates the numerous ways in which
these trends of acceleration became not just literary devices and themes but also structuring principles of the
novels themselves. _x000B__x000B_Beginning with both the provincial and the Parisian communications
networks of Balzac, Bell proceeds to discuss the roles of horses and optical telegraphs in Stendhal and the
importance of domination of communication channels to the characters of Dumas, whose Count of Monte-
Cristo might be seen as the ultimate fictional master of this accelerated culture. Finally, Bell analyzes the
cinematic vision created by the arrival of the railroad, as depicted by Zola in La Bete Humaine.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Stokes:

The book Real Time: Accelerating Narrative from Balzac to Zola make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Real Time:
Accelerating Narrative from Balzac to Zola being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if
you like start and read a reserve Real Time: Accelerating Narrative from Balzac to Zola. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Heather Robertson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book Real Time: Accelerating Narrative from Balzac
to Zola had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information.
It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Real Time: Accelerating Narrative from Balzac to Zola is not only
giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book Real
Time: Accelerating Narrative from Balzac to Zola. You never experience lose out for everything in the event
you read some books.

Thelma Atkins:

The actual book Real Time: Accelerating Narrative from Balzac to Zola has a lot info on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after perusing this book.

Tommy Worm:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. On this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
the Real Time: Accelerating Narrative from Balzac to Zola when you necessary it?
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