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From Aristotle to Thomas Jefferson, seminal thinkers have declared “common sense’ essential for moral
discernment and civilized living. Y et the story of commonsense philosophy is not well known today.

In America and the Palitical Philosophy of Common Sense, Scott Segrest traces the history and
explores the personal and social meaning of common sense as understood especially in American thought
and as reflected specifically in the writings of three paradigmatic thinkers: John Witherspoon, James
McCosh, and William James. The first two represent Scottish Common Sense and the third, Pragmatism, the
schools that together dominated American higher thought for nearly two centuries.

Educated Americans of the founding period warmly received Scottish Common Sense, Segrest writes,
because it reflected so well what they already thought, and he uncovers the basic elements of American
common sense in examining the thought of Witherspoon, who introduced that philosophy to them. With
McCosh, he shows the furthest development and limits of the philosophy, and with it of American common
sensein its Scottish realist phase. With James, he shows other dimensions of common sense that Americans
had long embraced but that had never been examined philosophically.

Clearly, Segrest’ swork is much more than an intellectual history. It is a study of the American mind
and of common sense itself—its essential character and its human significance, both moral and political. It
was common sense, he affirms, that underlay the Declaration of Independence and the founders' ideas of
right and obligation that are still with us today. Segrest suggests that understanding this foundation and
James' srefreshing of it could be the key to maintaining America’ s vital moral core against a growing
alienation from common sense across the Western world.

Stressing the urgency of understanding and preserving common sense, Segrest’ s work sheds new light on an
underval ued aspect of American thought and experience, helping usto perceive the ramifications of
commonsense philosophy for dignified living.
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From reader reviews:
Cassie Merritt:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students asthey are still students or that for al peoplein the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't want do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book America and the Political
Philosophy of Common Sense (ERIC VOEGELIN INST SERIES). All type of book isit possible to see on
many solutions. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media.

David Wolverton:

Within this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
must do isjust spending your time not much but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of many
booksin thetop listing in your reading list is usually America and the Political Philosophy of Common
Sense (ERIC VOEGELIN INST SERIES). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can
get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many
advantages.

Fred Miller:

Y ou can get this America and the Palitical Philosophy of Common Sense (ERIC VOEGELIN INST
SERIES) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve troubleif you
get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed
but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still up-date. Let'stry to choose correct ways for you.

Alvaro Holloway:

As acollege student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real
their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore, this America and the Political Philosophy of Common Sense (ERIC
VOEGELIN INST SERIES) can make you experience more interested to read.
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