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A young woman follows her fiancé to war-torn Congo to study extremely endangered bonobo apes-
who teach her a new truth about love and belonging.

In 2005, Vanessa Woods accepted a marriage proposal from a man she barely knew and agreed to join him
on a research trip to the Democratic Republic of Congo, a country reeling from a brutal decade-long war that
had claimed the lives of millions. Settling in at a bonobo sanctuary in Congo's capital, Vanessa and her
fiancé entered the world of a rare ape with whom we share 98.7 percent of our DNA. She soon discovered
that many of the inhabitants of the sanctuary-ape and human alike-are refugees from unspeakable violence,
yet bonobos live in a peaceful society in which females are in charge, war is nonexistent, and sex is as
common and friendly as a handshake.

A fascinating memoir of hope and adventure, Bonobo Handshake traces Vanessa's self-discovery as she
finds herself falling deeply in love with her husband, the apes, and her new surroundings while probing life's
greatest question: What ultimately makes us human? Courageous and extraordinary, this true story of
revelation and transformation in a fragile corner of Africa is about looking past the differences between
animals and ourselves, and finding in them the same extraordinary courage and will to survive. For Vanessa,
it is about finding her own path as a writer and scientist, falling in love, and finding a home.

Watch a Video
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Shuler:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Bonobo Handshake: A Memoir of Love and Adventure in the
Congo. Try to stumble through book Bonobo Handshake: A Memoir of Love and Adventure in the Congo as
your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because
you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with
this book.

Steven Resnick:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details. When
you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Bonobo Handshake: A Memoir of Love and Adventure in the Congo, you can tells your family, friends and
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Pauline Jones:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent 24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book Bonobo Handshake: A Memoir of Love and
Adventure in the Congo it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this
book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book
you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not
to fund but this book offers high quality.

Kristen Blasingame:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Bonobo Handshake: A



Memoir of Love and Adventure in the Congo which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's notice.
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