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Two Greek cities which in their time were leading states in the Mediterranean world, Selinus in Sicily and
Cyrene in Libya, set up inscriptions of the kind called sacred laws, but regulating worship on a larger scale
than elsewhere - Selinus in the mid fifth century B.C., Cyrene in the late fourth. In different ways, the
content and the format of both inscriptions are so unusual that they have baffled understanding.

At Selinus, a large lead tablet with two columns of writing upside down to each other is thought to be a
remedy for homicide pollution arising from civil strife, but most of it remains obscure and intractable. The
gods who are named and the ritual that is prescribed have been misinterpreted in the light of literary works
that dwell on the sensational. Instead, they belong to agrarian religion and follow a regular sequence of
devotions, the upside-down columns being reversed midway through the year with magical effect. Gods and
ritual were selected because of their appeal to ordinary persons. Selinus was governed by a long enduring
oligarchy which made an effort, appearing also in the economic details of sacrifice, to reconcile rich and
poor.

At Cyrene, a long series of rules were displayed on a marble block in the premier shrine of Apollo. They are
extremely diverse - both costly and trivial, customary and novel - and eighty years of disputation have
brought no agreement as to the individual meaning or general significance. In fact this mixture of things is
carefully arranged to suit a variety of needs, of rich and poor, of citizens of long standing and of new-comers
probably of Libyan origin. In one instance the same agrarian deities appear as at Selinus. It is the work once
more of a moderate oligarchy, which on other evidence proved its worth during the turbulent events of this
period.

Religion and Reconciliation in Greek Cities provides a revised text and a secure meaning for both
documents, and interprets the gods, the ritual, and the social background in the light of much comparative
material from other Greek cities. Noel Robertson's approach rejects the usual assumptions based on
moralizing literary works and in doing so restores to us an ancient nature religion which Greek communities
adapted to their own practical purposes.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Curnutt:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question because just their can
do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
jardín de infancia until university need this specific Religion and Reconciliation in Greek Cities: The Sacred
Laws of Selinus and Cyrene (American Philological Association American Classical Studies Series) to read.

Luke Palmieri:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Religion and Reconciliation in Greek Cities: The Sacred Laws of Selinus
and Cyrene (American Philological Association American Classical Studies Series) book is readable simply
by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with
Religion and Reconciliation in Greek Cities: The Sacred Laws of Selinus and Cyrene (American Philological
Association American Classical Studies Series) content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you
still thinking Religion and Reconciliation in Greek Cities: The Sacred Laws of Selinus and Cyrene
(American Philological Association American Classical Studies Series) is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Manuel Porter:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Religion and Reconciliation in Greek Cities:
The Sacred Laws of Selinus and Cyrene (American Philological Association American Classical Studies
Series) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these books
have than the others?

John Damm:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,



except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Religion and Reconciliation in
Greek Cities: The Sacred Laws of Selinus and Cyrene (American Philological Association American
Classical Studies Series).
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