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Much of the innovative programming that powers the Internet, creates operating systems, and produces
software is the result of "open source" code, that is, code that is freely distributed--as opposed to being kept
secret--by those who write it. Leaving source code open has generated some of the most sophisticated
developments in computer technology, including, most notably, Linux and Apache, which pose a significant
challenge to Microsoft in the marketplace. As Steven Weber discusses, open source's success in a highly
competitive industry has subverted many assumptions about how businesses are run, and how intellectual
products are created and protected.

Traditionally, intellectual property law has allowed companies to control knowledge and has guarded the
rights of the innovator, at the expense of industry-wide cooperation. In turn, engineers of new software code
are richly rewarded; but, as Weber shows, in spite of the conventional wisdom that innovation is driven by
the promise of individual and corporate wealth, ensuring the free distribution of code among computer
programmers can empower a more effective process for building intellectual products. In the case of Open
Source, independent programmers--sometimes hundreds or thousands of them--make unpaid contributions to
software that develops organically, through trial and error.

Weber argues that the success of open source is not a freakish exception to economic principles. The open
source community is guided by standards, rules, decisionmaking procedures, and sanctioning mechanisms.
Weber explains the political and economic dynamics of this mysterious but important market development.
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Reviews of this book:
In the world of open-source software, true believers can be a fervent bunch. Linux, for example, may act as a
credo as well as an operating system. But there is much substance beyond zealotry, says Steven Weber, the



author of The Success of Open Source...An open-source operating system offers its source code up to be
played with, extended, debugged, and otherwise tweaked in an orgy of user collaboration. The author traces
the roots of that ethos and process in the early years of computers...He also analyzes the interface between
open source and the worlds of business and law, as well as wider issues in the clash between hierarchical
structures and networks, a subject with relevance beyond the software industry to the war on terrorism.
--Nina C. Ayoub, Chronicle of Higher Education

Reviews of this book:
A valuable new account of the [open-source software] movement.
--Edward Rothstein, New York Times

We can blindly continue to develop, reward, protect, and organize around knowledge assets on the
comfortable assumption that their traditional property rights remain inviolate. Or we can listen to Steven
Weber and begin to make our peace with the uncomfortable fact that the very foundations of our familiar
"knowledge as property" world have irrevocably shifted.
--Alan Kantrow, Chief Knowledge Officer, Monitor Group

Ever since the invention of agriculture, human beings have had only three social-engineering tools for
organizing any large-scale division of labor: markets (and the carrots of material benefits they offer),
hierarchies (and the sticks of punishment they impose), and charisma (and the promises of rapture they
offer). Now there is the possibility of a fourth mode of effective social organization--one that we perhaps see
in embryo in the creation and maintenance of...
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From reader reviews:

Francis Mason:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This The Success of Open Source is
our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Dolores Parker:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The The Success of Open Source provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Carlee Smith:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book The Success of Open Source was colorful and of course
has pictures on there. As we know that book The Success of Open Source has many kinds or genre. Start
from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.

Robert Ford:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the The Success of Open Source when you necessary it?
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