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Confronting the Death Penalty: How Language Influences Jurors in Capital Cases probes how jurors make
the ultimate decision about whether another human being should live or die. Drawing on ethnographic and
qualitative linguistic methods, this book explores the means through which language helps to make death
penalty decisions possible - how specific linguistic choices mediate and restrict jurors', attorneys', and
judges' actions and experiences while serving and reflecting on capital trials.

The analysis draws on fifteen months of ethnographic fieldwork in diverse counties across Texas, including
participant observation in four capital trials and post-verdict interviews with the jurors who decided those
cases. Given the impossibility of access to actual capital jury deliberations, this integration of methods aims
to provide the clearest possible window into jurors' decision-making. Using methods from linguistic
anthropology, conversation analysis, and multi-modal discourse analysis, Conley analyzes interviews, trial
talk, and written legal language to reveal a variety of communicative practices through which jurors
dehumanize defendants and thus judge them to be deserving of death.

By focusing on how language can both facilitate and stymie empathic encounters, the book addresses a
conflict inherent to death penalty trials: jurors literally face defendants during trial and then must distort,
diminish, or negate these face-to-face interactions in order to sentence those same defendants to death. The
book reveals that jurors cite legal ideologies of rational, dispassionate decision-making - conveyed in the
form of authoritative legal language - when negotiating these moral conflicts. By investigating the interface
between experiential and linguistic aspects of legal decision-making, the book breaks new ground in studies
of law and language, language and psychology, and the death penalty.
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From reader reviews:

Ira Gonzalez:

The book Confronting the Death Penalty: How Language Influences Jurors in Capital Cases (Oxford Studies
in Language and Law) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book Confronting the Death Penalty: How
Language Influences Jurors in Capital Cases (Oxford Studies in Language and Law)? Wide variety you have
a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book Confronting the Death Penalty: How Language Influences Jurors
in Capital Cases (Oxford Studies in Language and Law) has simple shape however, you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Josephine McIntire:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Confronting the Death Penalty: How
Language Influences Jurors in Capital Cases (Oxford Studies in Language and Law) book since this book
offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no
doubt in it as you know.

Mark Shanks:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long
to reading a e-book. The book Confronting the Death Penalty: How Language Influences Jurors in Capital
Cases (Oxford Studies in Language and Law) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create
this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone.
The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Tiffaney Serna:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You



can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you personally is Confronting the Death Penalty: How Language Influences Jurors in Capital Cases (Oxford
Studies in Language and Law) this book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world
now. This specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that
writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes
this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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