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With the recent landing of the Mars rover Curiosity, it seems safe to assume that the idea of being curious is
alive and well in modern science—that it’s not merely encouraged but is seen as an essential component of
the scientific mission. Yet there was a time when curiosity was condemned. Neither Pandora nor Eve could
resist the dangerous allure of unanswered questions, and all knowledge wasn’t equal—for millennia it was
believed that there were some things we should not try to know. In the late sixteenth century this attitude
began to change dramatically, and in Curiosity: How Science Became Interested in Everything, Philip Ball
investigates how curiosity first became sanctioned—when it changed from a vice to a virtue and how it
became permissible to ask any and every question about the world.

 

Looking closely at the sixteenth through eighteenth centuries, Ball vividly brings to life the age when
modern science began, a time that spans the lives of Galileo and Isaac Newton. In this entertaining and
illuminating account of the rise of science as we know it, Ball tells of scientists both legendary and lesser
known, from Copernicus and Kepler to Robert Boyle, as well as the inventions and technologies that were
inspired by curiosity itself, such as the telescope and the microscope. The so-called Scientific Revolution is
often told as a story of great geniuses illuminating the world with flashes of inspiration. But Curiosity reveals
a more complex story, in which the liberation—and subsequent taming—of curiosity was linked to magic,
religion, literature, travel, trade, and empire. Ball also asks what has become of curiosity today: how it
functions in science, how it is spun and packaged for consumption, how well it is being sustained, and how
the changing shape of science influences the kinds of questions it may continue to ask.

 

Though proverbial wisdom tell us that it was through curiosity that our innocence was lost, that has not
deterred us. Instead, it has been completely the contrary: today we spend vast sums trying to reconstruct the
first instants of creation in particle accelerators, out of a pure desire to know. Ball refuses to let us take this
desire for granted, and this book is a perfect homage to such an inquisitive attitude.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Cotner:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just their can do that
will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this kind of Curiosity: How Science Became Interested in Everything to
read.

Julio Yates:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as
in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Curiosity: How Science Became Interested in
Everything why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Carman Robertson:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended for your requirements is Curiosity: How Science Became Interested in Everything
this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented
just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand.
The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Jeremy Bryant:

Beside this Curiosity: How Science Became Interested in Everything in your phone, it may give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is
fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Curiosity: How Science Became Interested in Everything because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that
will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from
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