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Sir William Reardon Smith (1856-1935) was one of the foremost figures in south Wales in the early
twentieth century. Hiswas a classic story of ‘ragsto riches - starting life as a deck-hand and ship’s cook
sailing from his native Appledore in 1870, he was a master mariner at the age of twenty-two and
subsequently commanded many of the fine sailing ships owned by Hugh Hogarth & Sons of Glasgow. A
long-cherished ambition to become a shipowner was eventually realised in 1906 when he acquired his first
steamship, City of Cardiff. The venture prospered and nine vessels were owned on the eve of the First World
War. He subsequently showed great entrepreneurial initiative during the depression, acquiring motor vessels
and establishing new trade routes. He is also remembered as a great philanthropist, particularly through his
association with the National Museum of Wales — during his term as treasurer (1925-28) and president
(1928-32), he restored the museum'’ s faltering finances and enabled the construction of theit's east wing
which isnow so integral a part of Cardiff’s dignified civic centre.

His establishment of the Reardon Smith Nautical School in Cardiff in 1921 was another notable
achievement; this school provided an opportunity for aspiring deck officersto learn the essential skills
appropriate to their chosen careers. He also funded hospital developmentsin Cardiff and Bideford, and
endowed the chair of geography at Exeter University. At the time of his death in December 1935, fulsome
tributes were paid to him both by his fellow shipowners and by the principals of those organisations which
had benefitted from his generosity; many of those who live in south Wales and the West country today still
enjoy that legacy
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From reader reviews:
Lewis Skinner:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be alife style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one using
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The From Ship's Cook to Baronet: Sir William Reardon Smith's
Lifein Shipping, 1856-1935 is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Terrence Kimball:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take From Ship's Cook to Baronet: Sir William Reardon Smith's
Lifein Shipping, 1856-1935 as the daily resource information.

Francis Knapp:

Often the book From Ship's Cook to Baronet: Sir William Reardon Smith's Life in Shipping, 1856-1935 has
alot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of gain. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Kevin Adams;

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friendsis thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love From Ship's Cook to Baronet: Sir William
Reardon Smith's Life in Shipping, 1856-1935, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you
still desire to missit? What kind of hang-out typeisit? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
get it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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