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“I can lick any son-of-a-bitch in the world.”

So boasted John L. Sullivan, the first modern heavyweight boxing champion of the world, a man who  was
the gold standard of American sport for more than a decade, and the first athlete to earn more than a million
dollars. He had a big ego, big mouth, and bigger appetites. His womanizing, drunken escapades, and chronic
police-blotter presence were godsends to a burgeoning newspaper industry. The larger-than-life boxer
embodied the American Dream for late nineteenth-century immigrants as he rose from Boston’s Irish
working class to become the most recognizable man in the nation. In the process, the “Boston Strong Boy”
transformed boxing from outlawed bare-knuckle fighting into the gloved spectacle we know today.

Strong Boy tells the story of America’s first sports superstar, a self-made man who personified the power and
excesses of the Gilded Age. Everywhere John L. Sullivan went, his fists backed up his bravado. Sullivan’s
epic brawls, such as his 75-round bout against Jake Kilrain, and his cross-country barnstorming tour in which
he literally challenged all of America to a fight are recounted in vivid detail, as are his battles outside the ring
with a troubled marriage, wild weight and fitness fluctuations, and raging alcoholism. Strong Boy gives
readers ringside seats to the colorful tale of one of the country’s first Irish-American heroes and the birth of
the American sports media and the country’s celebrity obsession with athletes.
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From reader reviews:

Kai Martin:

This Strong Boy: The Life and Times of John L. Sullivan, America's First Sports Hero are usually reliable
for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Strong Boy: The Life and
Times of John L. Sullivan, America's First Sports Hero can be one of many great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock
your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Strong Boy: The Life and Times of John L. Sullivan,
America's First Sports Hero giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Mary Fleeman:

This book untitled Strong Boy: The Life and Times of John L. Sullivan, America's First Sports Hero to be
one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot
of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by using
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Donald Tuel:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Strong Boy: The Life and Times of
John L. Sullivan, America's First Sports Hero, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get
it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Michele Brown:

The book untitled Strong Boy: The Life and Times of John L. Sullivan, America's First Sports Hero contain
a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published
by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because
you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime.
In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice read.
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