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In eleventh-century China, both the living and the dead were treated to theatrical spectacles. Chambers
designed for the deceased were ornamented with actors and theaters sculpted in stone, molded in clay,
rendered in paint. Notably, the tombs were not commissioned for the scholars and officials who dominate the
historical record of China but affluent farmers, merchants, clerics—people whose lives and deaths largely
went unrecorded. Why did these elites furnish their burial chambers with vivid representations of actors and
theatrical performances? Why did they pursue such distinctive tomb-making? In Theater of the Dead, Jeehee
Hong maintains that the production and placement of these tomb images shed light on complex intersections
of the visual, mortuary, and everyday worlds of China at the dawn of the second millennium.

Assembling recent archaeological evidence and previously overlooked historical sources, Hong explores new
elements in the cultural and religious lives of middle-period Chinese. Rather than treat theatrical tomb
images as visual documents of early theater, she calls attention to two largely ignored and interlinked
aspects: their complex visual forms and their symbolic roles in the mortuary context in which they were
created and used. She introduces carefully selected examples that show visual and conceptual novelty in
engendering and engaging dimensions of space within and beyond the tomb in specifically theatrical terms.
These reveal surprising insights into the intricate relationship between the living and the dead. The
overarching sense of theatricality conveys a densely socialized vision of death. Unlike earlier modes of
representation in funerary art, which favored cosmological or ritual motifs and maintained a clear dichotomy
between the two worlds, these visual practices show a growing interest in conceptualizing the sphere of the
dead within the existing social framework. By materializing a "social turn," this remarkable phenomenon
constitutes a tangible symptom of middle-period Chinese attempting to socialize the sacred realm.

Theater of the Dead is an original work that will contribute to bridging core issues in visual culture, history,
religion, and drama and theater studies.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Clayton:

This Theater of the Dead: A Social Turn in Chinese Funerary Art, 1000-1400 book is simply not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a
lot of information you will get. This particular Theater of the Dead: A Social Turn in Chinese Funerary Art,
1000-1400 without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't be worry Theater of the Dead: A Social Turn in Chinese Funerary Art, 1000-1400 can bring any time
you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your
lovely laptop even cellphone. This Theater of the Dead: A Social Turn in Chinese Funerary Art, 1000-1400
having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Jonathan Zahn:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this Theater of the Dead: A
Social Turn in Chinese Funerary Art, 1000-1400.

George Miller:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Theater of the Dead: A Social Turn in Chinese Funerary Art, 1000-1400
why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Michael Hale:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Theater of the Dead: A Social Turn in Chinese
Funerary Art, 1000-1400 can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you
have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know,



by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Theater of
the Dead: A Social Turn in Chinese Funerary Art, 1000-1400.
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