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Why would an architect reach for a pencil when drawing software and AutoCAD are a click away? Use a
ruler when 3D-scanners and GPS devices are close at hand? In Why Architects Still Draw, Paolo Belardi
offers an elegant and ardent defense of drawing by hand as a way of thinking. Belardi is no Luddite; he
doesn't urge architects to give up digital devices for watercolors and a measuring tape. Rather, he makes a
case for drawing as the interface between the idea and the work itself. A drawing, Belardi argues, holds
within it the entire final design. It is the paradox of the acorn: a project emerges from a drawing -- even from
a sketch, rough and inchoate -- just as an oak tree emerges from an acorn. Citing examples not just from
architecture but also from literature, chemistry, music, archaeology, and art, Belardi shows how drawing is
not a passive recording but a moment of invention pregnant with creative possibilities. Moving from the
sketch to the survey, Belardi explores the meaning of measurement in a digital era. A survey of a site should
go beyond width, height, and depth; it must include two more dimensions: history and culture. Belardi shows
the sterility of techniques that value metric exactitude over cultural appropriateness, arguing for an
"informed drawing" that takes into consideration more than meters or feet, stone or steel. Even in the age of
electronic media, Belardi writes, drawing can maintain its role as a cornerstone of architecture.
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From reader reviews:

Aaron Mullen:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Why Architects Still Draw (MIT Press).

Carolyn Robles:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Why Architects Still
Draw (MIT Press)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your
time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you
have different opinion?

Nancy Martindale:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress.
Some of you maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case
but the problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Why Architects
Still Draw (MIT Press) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Debra Lovern:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take Why Architects Still Draw (MIT Press) as your daily resource information.
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