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Botanists around the world marvel at the unique characteristics of the yew, Europe’ s most ancient species of
tree. It isa‘conifer’ without resin or cones but with juicy scarlet fruits that feed many birds and animals; it
has foliage that is poisonous to livestock but which wild animals can eat; and though it has an extraordinarily
low rate of photosynthesis, it can grow where other tree seedlings and plants just wither and die.

The yew’s lower branches can root themselves, and it can also produce ‘interior roots' inside a hollowing
trunk, renewing itself from the inside out. It was in the Palaeolithic Era that humans were ?rst struck by the
yew’ s regenerative powers and began to associate it with concepts of life and death, the afterlife and eternity.
Y ew trees can be found at the sacred sites of Native Americans and Buddhists, and Shinto shrinesin Japan,
aswell asin Christian churchyards, where they became a symbol of the Resurrection. During the Middle
Ages, these churchyards provided a safe haven for many yew trees while those in the wild were felled for the
mass production of the longbow, a powerful weapon which enabled England to rise and ultimately laid the
foundation for the British Empire — at the expense of almost the entire yew population of Europe.

This comprehensive, richly illustrated cultural and natural history includes the latest scienti?c discoveries
about this remarkable tree. The book will appeal to botanists and the general reader, as well as anyone
interested in the history and symbolism of the natural world.
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From reader reviews:
Dorothy Wild:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Y ew (Botanical).

Rebecca Shadwick:

Throughout other case, little personslike to read book Y ew (Botanical). Y ou can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book Yew (Botanical). You
can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, smply because
from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a
book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's examine.

John Guenther:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This e-book Y ew (Botanical) was filled with regards to science. Spend your freetimeto
add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read abook. In
the modern eralike today, many ways to get book you wanted.

Larry Artz:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Y ew (Botanical) or perhaps others sources
were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more
and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to
add their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Y ew (Botanical) to make
your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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